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            AWARDED GRANTS TOTALLING $18,277 IN 2005 


Thanks to grants awarded by the Mount Vernon Educational Foundation, Inc., many students in the Mount Vernon School District engaged in new hands-on learning activities in the classroom, while others ventured outside the classroom to learn about their natural environment as well as the role of the United Nations. In 2005, the foundation awarded $18,277 to nine grant recipients.  

Last year’s award of nine grants represented a wonderful milestone for the recently formed foundation, which held its first organizational meeting in the spring of 2004 and obtained its federal IRC 501(c)(3) not-for-profit status in late 2004.  School officials, businesses, parents and community members who volunteered their time and energies to launch the foundation are looking forward.  Foundation members envision an organization that can improve the quality of education in Mount Vernon by supporting innovative programs and educators through new sources of direct funding to educators.  To do that, the foundation members will reach out to the community and elicit the support of teachers who could do more if given more funding. 

The following list describes the nine grants funded by the foundation in 2005: 

1) $5,000 for AProject Awareness@, awarded to Duane Christian and Nadine Jefferson at the Franko Middle School, gave students the opportunity to develop strategies to address real environmental problems, such as global warming.

2) $2,494 for AHands-On for Math and Science Understanding@, awarded to Marjorie Lipan and Prem Singh at the Mount Vernon Alternative Program at the High School,  enabled the teachers to implement the AJason Project@ to teach how math relates to science and to inspire students to consider a career in the sciences.   

3) $678 for AAuthors in the Classroom@, awarded to Margaret Mahoney at the Columbus Elementary School, enabled students to set up a student publishing center.

4) $650 for AGood Health Through Nutrition@, awarded to Gayle Wyckoff at the Columbus Elementary School, taught students and their parents about food, diet and nutrition.

5) $2,500 for AAnimals and Plants in their Environments@, awarded to Frances Battista at the Williams Elementary School, enabled the teacher to purchase four portable science habitats as a hands-on instructional aid to teach students how plants and animals help our environment.  

6) $1,725 for AKids-for-the- Earth@, awarded to Maureen Keller at the Traphagen Elementary School, created a hands-on service program in which students learned about plant selection, weed control and how human decisions and activities can have a profound impact on the physical and living environment, while working side by side with simple garden tools to beautify the school grounds at the same time.     

7) $1,400 for AModel U.N. Team@, awarded to Paul Court, Anthony Gazzillo and Ella Mae Ballard at the Mount Vernon High School, provided an opportunity for a team of twenty students to compete in a multi-day Model UN conference at the United Nations, enabling them to gain global awareness and develop negotiating and problem-solving skills. 

8) $1,830 for AThe Story of Quilts@, awarded to Heather Capretti at the Traphagen Elementary School, launched a school-wide project in which every student designed their own piece of a large quilt to be displayed in the school, which was sewn together by community volunteers, enabling students and parents to come together to share their cultural differences and similarities.  The project was based on the book   The Keeping Quilt, by Patricia Polacco. 

9) $2,000 for AIn Pursuit of Our Environment@, awarded to Carole Graham, Stephanie Harris and Janeen Clayton, provided opportunities for students to venture from the classroom to visit the seashore, a recycling center and other destinations to broaden their understanding of the environment and nature preservation. 

The Mount Vernon Educational Foundation, Inc., an independent non-profit organization, is dedicated to supporting innovative programs and educators through new sources of direct funding that will enrich the educational experience in the Mount Vernon public schools.  For more information about the foundation, please contact Paul Herrick at 914-948-2222 x103 or paulherrick@verizon.net. 

